
Bumper ‘Backpacker Week’ in Sydney for WYSE Exchange, April 2016 

In a coup for youth tourism, the Backpacker Operators Association NSW (BOA), through 

cumulative efforts with Destination New South Wales and the World Youth Student and 

Educational (WYSE) Travel Confederation, are proud to announce that WYSE Exchange 

Australia will take place in Sydney from 6-8 April 2016. 

The inaugural WYSE Exchange Australia event is scheduled to take place alongside the 

popular annual BOA Ball (taking place on 8 April 2016 at Taronga Zoo). The 3-day event 

program will include workshop appointments between 30 leading international buyers and 60 

Australian suppliers of backpacker, youth, adventure and education products and 

experiences; a full day educational conference; buyer familiarisations and social networking 

events. 

BOA President, Alanna Stevens, said “BOA is eagerly anticipating a bumper ‘Backpacker 

Week’ in Sydney in April 2016, jam-packed with work and networking opportunities.” 

Australia holds its position as a premier destination for youth travellers from around the 

globe with year ending March 2015 arrival data revealing that the backpacker market to 

Australia accounted for 13% of the total tourism spend in Australia, at AUD $3.2 Bn. With 

just under 600,000 backpackers visiting Australia annually, this important market segment 

continues to make a valuable economic contribution to Australia’s inbound tourism industry. 

BOA Honorary Secretary, Robert Henke, said “I encourage youth tourism industry 

representatives to get involved with WYSE Exchange and take advantage of unparalleled 

access to peers in the backpacking industry from Australia and overseas”. 

With Sydney remaining the most visited destination in Australia attracting 72.8% of total 

visitation, followed by Melbourne (48.4%), Brisbane (34.5%) and Cairns (33.1%) WYSE 

Exchange Australia is the perfect opportunity for operators to leverage consumer demand for 

travel products and services that provide enriching experiences from travelling, studying and 

working abroad, and to connect with distributors of outbound youth travellers from key 

international source markets. 

Organisations interested in taking part in WYSE Exchange Australia will have the opportunity 

to register for this event at the end of September via www.wysetc.org. 


